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Customized office solutions maximize efficiencies for their

users while still maintaining a sense of individual style.

The office is used primarily by Tony, who

wanted to keep the space's lavender walls and

darker purple carpet, which in British fashion,

he refers to as his "snug."

"This new seating area is where I escape

and read," he said.

Sperry, of Vickie Sperry Interiors, had a

custom sectional created for the space, with

each of the three sections fitting against a wall

of the snug. She kept a masculine feel in the

room with the texture and small pattern of the

fabric-covered sofa, adding a touch of fringe on

the pillows. The large, brown leather ottoman

defines the space as a traditional man's retreat,

and blends with the contemporary colors.

Though it's an ocean away, the snug reflects

Chalmers' British heritage. One end table holds

a Bible that he inherited from his great-grandfa­

ther. Crests from his high school and university

sit atop each window, and watercolors by Brit­

ish artist Roland Pitchforth hang at the entry.

Each shows a harbor or outdoor scene that holds

memories for Chalmers.

Chalmers rises early to conduct phone calls

and teleconferences during the European busi­

ness day, then later retreats to the snug. He can

read or watch the news, visible on a television

that extends into the room for viewing from

various angles. "Everything I need is in here,"

Chalmers said.

There's also homage to his business acumen

in this space. Framed certificates of businesses
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Modern offices must function according to
their users' needs.

In a home, they may provide telecommut­

ing space, or manage a busy family's schedule.

In a commercial setting, they can be a place for

corporate presentations and conference calls.

Functions are as varied as the users of the space.

There might be a desire to keep business docu­

ments organized but out of sight, to provide

a comfortable spot to read, or even designate

space to conduct meetings.

Designers combine functional needs with

an individual's style, and make it all work in a

space that's often smaller than most would like.

Here's how five Space Coast offices were put to
work for their owners.

Transatlantic telecommuting
Tony Chalmers already had an office

equipped with a cherry desk from England and

custom-made bookcases in his Lansing Island

home, where he conducts business with the

European offices of his software development

firm. The missing piece was a seating area that's

now part of the space - a step up, away from

his desk, and visually set apart by an octagonal

ceiling finished in dark wood.

There were two green recliners in the space,

along with a file cabinet and storage unit that

was too large for the scale of the room. "Noth­

ing was really working," said decorator Vickie

Sperry, who is helping Tony and Jan Chalmers
furnish the home.

Left: Designers combine functional needs with an individual's style, and make it all work in a space
that's often smaller than most would like. The office of Tony Chalmers was designed to reflect his

British heritage, and provide a place to conduct business with the European offices of his software
development firm.




